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U G R A ©9&h Annual River Clean Up

UGRA hosted itsl9th Annual River Cleatdp on Saturdayjuly 23rd A total of 6,125poundsof
garbagewas collected by403 participants, working along the river fromuht all the way to
Comfort Along with the expected paper and plastic trash, participatitsved a vehicle running
board water heater, fridge door, cassette tapes, toaster oven, chainsawheataseat, bowling
ball, lawn mower deck, plierpartof a dock, personal check dated 1982, purple t@itet33tires
The volunteers who oevered these itementered them into thigiggestand most unusual items
contest

The enthusiastic volunteessoured theiver and its bank&om about 8:0@&.m.to 11:00a.m.and
when they returned telat RockPark with their trash, they were servest dogs from th&lunchy
Machine pizza fromLittle Caesarsand homemade treats from the Kerrville Garden Club
Participants also enjoyed exhibits by tH#8l Country Master Naturalists, Texas A&M Forest
Service, Hill Country Master Gardeners, Keep W&t Beautiful, RA Aggregates, Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department, Native Plant SocietfyTexas Riverside Nature Center, Kerrville Fire
Departmentand UGRA. All volunteers received a9 Annual River Clean Upshirt. The shirt
was designed by young Kerr County artistgjghton Hale whose artwork won theghirt design
contest earlier this year.

The Trash to Treasure Hunt brings a fun and competitive element to the River Cl&éislypar,

the contest was sponsored by Scrap Solutions. Three milk jugs markedheitRiver 106.1
stickers were hidden near the Guadalupe River or one of the tributaries. Chad Hill of The River
106.1 was on hand to award the $100 cash prize to thg kolunteers who found the hidden
items.

UGRA staff andboard memberdistributed free-shirts, refreshments, and prizes to participants,

as well as a prize tine first preregisteredrolunteer. These items were made possible due to the
generous dorins from Atmos Energy, City of Kerrville, First United Methodist Church

Kerrville, Five Star Rentals, HEB, JAM Broadcasting, James Avery Artisan Jewelry, Kerr County,

Kerr Caunty Soil & Water Conservation District, Kerr Screen Graphics, Kerrville Ga@lab,

Kerrville Kayak and Canoe, Ladies Auxiliary #6409, League of Women Vetétidl Country

Texas, Little Caesars, Martin Marietta, Mc Do n
Nursery and Aggregates, Scrap Solutions, Texas Hill Country Bdrk Cailloux Foundation,

The Music Maker, The Ranch 92.3, The River 106.1, The Yoga Space, and Unitarian Universalist
Church of the Hill Country



The over 400volunteers presenters, and staffathered in theshade to hear UGRA General
Manager Ray Bucklose outhe event one final timieefore heetiresfrom the helm of UGRA on
September 30 Not only has Buckeen thennualoice of thepostRiver Clean Uppresentation

he has supported the growth of theentand encourageithe involvement of the mgrcommunity
partners Always focused on thenportanceof a healthy Guadalupe River to our community,
Buck reminded those gathered how we can all play outgprotect the watershed frgoollution.
“Our goal wit h tawaeeness okhawmtragh and garbage negatively ienpact our
river, which not only provides enjoyment to, bsit is an economic engine for the county. An added
bonus is seeing coworkers, families, and friends working together and having fun while being
steward of t he gaidRamBuck, UGRA General Manager.

The dedicatediolunteersincluded manyindividuals and familiesas well asgroups fromCub

Scout,Boy Scoutand Girl Scoutroops from Kerr County and the Santénio area4H First Tee,

Atmos Energy, Center Point Garden Club, City of Kerrville, Ironclad Auto Glass, Keep West Kerr
Beauti ful, City of l ngr am, Kerr County Democr
Chamber Ambassadors, Kerrville Fire Department, Kerrville Morning Rotary, ileriNoon

Rotary, Knights of Columbus Ladies Auxiliat#409 KPUB, Martin Marietta, RA Nursery and
Aggregates, Randolph Federal Credit Union, Texas Hill Country Bank, Texas Master Naturalists

— Hill Country Chapter, Texas Outdoovéoman Network,andThe Yoga Space Hardworking

employees of the City of Kerrvilland Scrap Solutionsaukedaway theover 3 tons ofrashfree

of charge

“Thank you to alll the volunteers, sponsor s, a
take care of OURiver. The River Clean Up would not be possible without your support and
participation,” said Matthew Wil kinson, UGRA

The Annual RiverCleablp i s just one component of sAfGRA’ s
routinely picks up litter at ¥ low water crossings yeaiound. Ths trash consists of litter left

behind by river recreatgrtems carelessly discarded at roadsides,ash from elsewhere in the
watershed that washed toward ttreeks and riveduring rainfall. As a proactive measure to

reduce littering, UGRA isontinuing tdund summertimditter patrols with licensed peace officers

at the most popul ar ri verPadkitigqBascikn g dn atlldionhp r"o mo t
UGRA’ s envi r on meograns |focus dru mresdning the water quality of the
Guadalupe River.

If you were unable to participate in the River Cleandopluly 2% or would like to do mor¢o
keep our watershed healthy, join tles fall for the OnYour Own cleanup Registernow to
conduct a cleanup anytime Septemb@rctoberat a time convenient to you aatyourown pace.
UGRA will supportyour cleanugby coordinatinglocations, providing supplieandestablishing
trash drop off areas. For more information and tgister, visit www.ugra.org/major
initiatives/rivercleanrup

Let 6 s OUKRvempClean
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TheCity of Kerrville hauls away trash collected during t/8¥ Annual River Clean Up



Volunteers fromThe Yoga Space used standup paddleboards to remove trash from Flat Rock Lake



